
THE FALL OF THE HOUSE OF SUNSHINE 

Episode 2: Down In Dank Darkness Darts Dankent 

 

[Song: “Theme”] 

 

ANNOUNCER 

  (Supported with clips.) 

Previously on The Fall of The House of Sunshine! Children’s TV 

Host Brushee was murdered by bullets fired through a rip in 

space time. The suspects: his bitter brother Flosso or perhaps 

the buxom beauty with the braces on her teeth and her legs 

Bracletta – and what of her odd assistant Elsa? The man tasked 

to untangle this terrible tale Detective Dankent has just been 

knocked out – HEAAAAVENS! What is to be done? By you? Listen … 

to this … the next episode! Episode 2 – Down In Dank Darkness 

Darts Dankent! 

 

Scene 1:  Dark Back Hallway. 

 

[DANKENT groans.] 

 

DANKENT 

My noodle’s been conked. 

 

JANITOR 

Oh sorry ‘bout that mist-tuh. 

 

DANKENT 

Who? 

 

JANITOR 

Oh it’s jus’ me the ole, Janitor of dis here Tee-Vee stay-shy-

on. 

 

DANKENT 

You? A Janitor? But you’re a lady.  

 

JANITOR 

Oh I might not got no saw-sage swinging ‘tween my knees but dat 

don’t stop the fact of my janitor-o-city. Muh fadder was the 

jan’tor an’ his ‘fore him - but an evil witch coised him to only 

have daw-ters ‘cause daw-ters are the woist. So dey said at da 

time and den time was dat time b’came time fo’ me tuh become de 

Janitor.  

 

DANKENT 

That tracks. But why’d you bonk me with your mop? 



 

JANITOR 

Taut you was a dirtclod. Sorry bout dat. 

 

DANKENT 

You see a lot of six foot dirt clods? 

 

JANITOR 

You ain’t six feet. 

 

DANKENT 

Five 11. 8. Fine I’m five seven! And a bit. 

 

JANITOR 

Lil bit. 

 

DANKENT 

Enough! I’m getting sick and tired of all this strangeness. This 

was a good TV show once. Now it’s all gone weird-ways. 

 

JANITOR 

Weird true, ways perhaps more so. Yuh see it was not all-ways so 

weird! May-A you maybe may-see duh troot. Gotta ask da rite 

ques-shuns: Wha’ happen to de poppets? 

 

DANKENT 

The poppets? 

 

JANITOR 

Snouts da Pig, Panglo, Oingly-Boingly.* All the denizens of the 

puppety lands! 

 

DANKENT 

Yeah there used to be puppets – where are they. 

 

JANITOR 

Oh you don’t wanna know. Unless you wanna. But you don’t. But do 

ya? Don’t ask! But ask. 

 

DANKENT 

JUST TELL ME! 

 

JANITOR 

Have you ever hoid of Madame Sunshine – duh mos’ bea-you-tee-ful 

woman in all the Sunshine Lands including the Oral Falls? 

 

DANKENT 



She’s the key to this? Spill it, mops. 

 

[TRANSITION] 

 

Scene 2: Hallway. 

 

 

ELSA 

Bark. Berk? Burp. Burp. Clurp. Clow. Clow. Clow. Nie? Nee? 

 

[FLOSSO enters.] 

 

FLOSSO 

Elsa! What are you doing lose? 

 

ELSA (cont.) 

Clown – eeeeee? Clooow – 

 

FLOSSO 

Come here now! Come to Flosso. Let me – 

 

[FLOSSO grabs ELSA, she yips. Struggle on linoleum floor.] 

 

FLOSSO 

Now, now easy now, come with me. 

  (Beat.) 

Don’t fight. Come on now – you need another SESSION. 

 

[FLOSSO drags ELSA down a hall.] 

 

[TRANSITION] 

 

Scene 3:  Dark Back Hallway. 

 

DANKENT 

Well? 

 

JANITOR 

Huh? 

 

DANKENT 

You asked if I knew about Madame Sunshine and then you just 

stared off … 

 

JANITOR 



Sorry I ……………… do dat. Madame Sunshine is Flosso and Brushee’s 

mama and she used to be a big part of the show – but. Don’t ask. 

Unless you wanna know. But you don’t wanna know. But - 

 

DANKENT 

Get to it, what’s the deal with Madame Sunshine where is she?  

 

JANITOR 

Look intuh my magical mop water an’ see – 

 

[SONG: “I Know That You Have Questions”] 

 

I know that you have questions. 

But you ain’t askin’ the right ones. 

You’re giving into their suggestion 

Of what this story’s really of. 

Cop a view in my mop stew, 

See what they coverin’ up. 

 

 

[JANITOR stirs the mop water] 

 

DANKENT 

It’s glowing oh look it’s the show – 

 

[Sounds of kids laughing, the show.] 

 

DANKENT 

She’s beautiful – 

 

MADAME SUNSHINE 

 (Etherial echo-ey, Singing) 

I know that you have questions 

And I’m eager to confide 

Mama Sunshine has a secret 

That is growing deep inside 

It will bring about a new age 

As the ancients prophesied!  

But it’s not prophesies that make us you and I… 

 

[Mop water splashes.] 

 

DANKENT 

What’s in that water that it lets you see old episodes? 

 

JANITOR 

A waterproof mini TV and VCR. 



 

DANKENT 

Oh that’s much less magical … 

 

JANITOR 

True. But it ain’t plugged intuh nothing – 

 

[Magical sound. “Ah” and chimes.] 

 

DANKENT 

So where is she now? Dead? 

 

JANITOR 

No … woise … much woise. 

 

[TRANSITION] 

 

Scene 4:  Flosso’s Dressing Room. 

 

[There’s a ticking sound.] 

 

FLOSSO 

That’s it Elsa look here.  

 

ELSA 

Hurm? Huh. Bah. Bah. Bah? 

 

FLOSSO 

Quiet. Now forget, foooooooorget ... 

 

[SONG: “I Know You Have Urges.”] 

 

I know that you have urges 

That you’re finding hard to fight, 

A voice somewhat divergent 

From what we left inside your mind. 

But hush my dear, don’t fear - I’ll take it away 

Scatter your matter with a flash of my No Matter Ray. 

 

[Odd sound of the no matter ray.] 

 

ELSA 

Bark. Bark. Purr. 

 

FLOSSO 

That’s a good girl. I wonder. Could you have killed my brother? 

In some moment of ... We all have our sins to pay for. Yet. 



 

[BRACLETTA enters.] 

 

BRACLETTA 

There you are. 

 

FLOSSO 

There you are. I had to give Elsa another session. Why was she 

loose? 

 

BRACLETTA 

We have bigger issues. 

 

[GRAND CUSPID enters.  Flosso gasps?] 

 

FLOSSO 

The Grand Cuspid of the Enamel council.  

  (Bows.) 

By the White Smile. 

 

GRAND CUSPID 

Arise Flosso son of Brushee. 

 

FLOSSO 

You’re arrival is most … 

 

GRAND CUSPID 

I have no interest in your sniveling. This little tele-tinkering 

of yours has cost us dear. It’s broken the great prophecy. 

 

FLOSSO 

The prophecy is bigger than us. It can still – 

 

GRAND CUSPID 

SILENCE, YOU! I was sent on vital business.  

 

BRACLETTA 

The side-walk sale at the Outlet Mall! 

 

GRAND CUSPID 

Indeed. But silence. Let us adjourn to – THE SECRET ROOM. 

 

BRACLETTA 

Via the cryptic corridor? 

 

FLOSSO 

Through the door of mystery. 



 

GRAND CUSPID 

Via the most covert way of walking. Like this – 

 

[Odd sound of one person walking strangely, followed by two more 

joining.] 

 

[TRANSITION] 

 

Scene 5:  Dark Back Hallway. 

 

DANKENT 

Um … 

 

JANITOR 

Oh, did I do it again?  

 

DANKENT 

Yes! Where is Madame Sunshine? 

 

JANITOR 

Where her husband put her … THE SUNSHINE SMILE SANATORIUM! 

Because dey say she went mad.  

 

DANKENT 

Mad? 

 

JANITOR 

Mad. And so he built de giant Sanatorium up on Pine Knoll 

Blossom Road and renamed it Crazy Wife Road but not cause o’ her 

cause of Crazy Wife Café which was knocked down to build the 

Sanatorium on top of. So in memory of that café which had scones 

of 32 flavors dey named da road. But als’ cause his wife is dere 

an’ she be crazy accodin to dah stor-ee’s.  And dat Sanitarium 

iz full of no odder human but she.  

 

DANKENT 

What about staff? 

 

JANITOR 

Staff? HA! You a real Clownie Brown.  

  (Beat.) 

Look once more into the magic mop water – 

 

[JANITOR stirs up mop water.] 

 

FLASHBACK of Madame Sunshine on the show – 



 

Scene 6:  Show, on Stage. 

 

[BG: static becoming clear sound of show as we enter flashback.] 

 

MADAME SUNSHINE 

Oh look it’s blunt bird.  

 

BIRD 

Tweet, tweet. Why are you looking so plump? Did you eat too many 

worms? 

 

MADAME SUNSHINE 

Oh Blunt Bird you’re so blunt! No, I’m not fat. I’m pregnant. 

 

BIRD 

Preg-nut? What’s that? 

 

MADAME SUNSHINE 

 

[Song: “I Know You Have Questions”] 

 

Mama Sunshine has a secret 

That is growing deep inside 

It will bring about a new age 

As the ancients prophesied!  

But it’s not prophesies that make us you and I… 

 

No, Mama Sunshine knows and let her tell you why: 

 

I’m sure that they have dreams 

Even larger than the sky! 

That they’re bursting at their seams 

With individualistic pride! 

I know they have a purpose 

But that their path they will decide… 

 

For it’s the dreams we make that make us you and I! 

Yes, the dreams we make make us you and I! 

It’s the dreams we make that make us you and I! 

 

BIRD 

Wow! So you’re gonna have a baby – 

 

MADAME SUNSHINE 

Better. Twins. 

 



[Sound of sloshing water as the FLASHBACK fades.] 

 

Scene 7:  Dark Back Hallway. 

 

DANKENT 

So Brushee and Flosso were twins? 

 

JANITOR 

Ha on that! NO. Brushee was born later of a surrogate. Flosso’s 

birf was hard. On all of them. An’ it wasn’t soon after she 

squeezed out them babies that her brain got all soft and thus 

the … SANATORIUM! 

 

DANKENT 

But who’s Flosso’s brother? 

 

JANITOR 

I got twenty toilets tuh unstink, duh-teck-tive! I don’t got 

time tuh bee play’n wit you! Buh if yuh wan’ tuh see dah true 

cancer dat has been snaking it’s way through Sunshine Smile Hour 

den you go tuh that Sanatorium.  But I won’t go there, if I wuz 

you. 

 

DANKENT 

You just told me to go there. 

 

JANITOR 

Der you will find the answers.  But going der is uh fool’s 

journey. 

 

DANKENT 

You’re accent is a bit inconsistent— 

 

JANITOR 

Not all uf uz can afford fancy accents like the Queen o’ Englund 

or you duh-tec-tuve.  No go to the Sanatorium!  But DON’T go! 

 

DANKENT 

Should I go there or not?  You are kinda being contradictory. 

 

JANITOR 

 

[Janitor gets out some papers.] 

 

Here is a Google map to dah Sanitarium! Go der! OR! I also have 

a Google map to Burger Land!  Home of duh best cheeseburger dey 

make!  But you can only go tuh one! 



 

DANKENT 

Why did you print these out? 

 

JANITOR 

I like wasting pay-per! 

 

DANKENT 

Why can’t I go to both? 

 

JANITOR 

Well I guess you could if you left now . . . 

 

DANKENT 

Then I have my mission. 

 

JANITOR 

Don’t forget to ask for ... the special sauce! 

 

DANKENT 

For the burger. 

 

[DANKENT exits.] 

 

JANITOR 

No ... for the Sanitarium! 

  (Laughs manically.) 

Also ... oh you already gone. Fine den. All this talk is making 

me thirsty.  

  (Drinks mop bucket water.) 

Mmmmmm, that’s good mop wuh-tah. 

 

[TRANSITION] 

 

Scene 8:  Secret Room. 

 

[BG: Candles burn.  Holy sounds?] 

 

GRAND CUSPID 

SILENCE! Now that we’re in the secret room. I can reveal my 

purpose here.  

 

BRACLETTA 

You’re not just here for the side-walk sale? 

 

GRAND CUSPID 



SILENCE! Nay it’s just a wonderful coincidence. But look upon 

these pots and pans – HALF OFF! 

 

[Holds up pots and pans, they clank.] 

 

BRACLETTA 

Is that Teflon? 

 

GRAND CUSPID 

SILENCE! It is. 

 

BRACLETTA 

I bet nothing sticks to that. 

 

GRAND CUSPID 

SILENCE! Indeed. Now let me cut to – SILENCE! - the chase. Your 

show is … CANCELED! 

 

FLOSSO 

No! You can’t do that! 

 

GRAND CUSPID. 

I already did. 

 

[Music sting – it’s cut off by -] 

 

GRAND CUSPID (cont.) 

SILENCE! All of us in New Molar agreed. You’re prattling enter-

tooth-ment long ago went the way of a cracker under a couch - 

dark and stale. It’s over. All of it. 

 

[TRANSITION] 

 

Scene 8:  The Sanitorium. 

 

[BG: Echoey silence of long hall.  Scamper of rats and far off 

drip of water.] 

 

[Heavy Door opens and closes.  Wind gusts outside.  Dankent 

grunts, brushes himself off.] 

 

DANKENT 

The Sanatorium. I made it. Oooh, so full. That was a good 

burger. But now it’s dark. Damn night, as dark and twisted as 

the chewed up cheeseburger winding its way through my innards. 

Let me get out my flashlight.  

 



[Clicks flashlight on.] 

 

Hello? Anyone? 

  

[Scampering sounds and quiet laughter.] 

 

DANKENT 

Madame Sunshine?  That you?  Hello! 

 

[Scampering sounds, eerie whistling and laughter, closing in.] 

 

DANKENT 

Why did I do this at night?  I bet this place is peaches during 

the daytime.  Special Sauce?  Can I get some special - 

 

[Suddenly there’s laughter.] 

 

VOICES 

  (Eerily singing.) 

Nighty, nighty, night, night. Come closer I won’t bite. CHOMP 

CHOMP CHOMP CHOMP CHOMP 

 

DANKENT 

SPECIAL SAUCE! SPECIAL SAUCE! 

 

[Sound of voices laughing and closing in.] 

 

[SONG “I Know You …” Reprise] 

 

JANITOR 

I know that you have questions. 

But you ain’t askin’ the right ones. 

 

FLOSSO 

I know that you have urges 

That you’re finding hard to fight, 

 

MADAME SUNSHINE 

I know that you have questions 

And I’m eager to confide 

 

ALL 

I’m sure that they have dreams 

Even larger than the sky! 

That they’re bursting at their seams 

With individualistic pride! 

I know they have a purpose 



But that their path they will decide… 

 

For it’s the dreams we make that make us you and I! 

Yes, the dreams we make make us you and I! 

It’s the dreams we make that make us you and I! 

 

[Song: Outro Theme Music] 

 

ANNOUNCER 

What lurks in the darkness? What will Flosso do without a show? 

Why does a caged Elsa bark? Will we find more answers as we 

probe the deep cavern of questions? Find out next time on The 

Fall of the House of Sunshine Episode Three – In the Mouths of 

Mouthness!  

 

END OF EPISODE TWO 

 


